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HIGHLIGHTS 




• Sadrists Hold Unofficial Balloting to Determine Potential PM Candidate 
(POLITICAL, page 4) 



• 49 People Killed in Residential Bombings; AQI Believed Responsible for Wave of 
Violence (SECURITY, page 9) 



• Construction of Iraq's Largest Port to Begin within a Month (ECONOMIC, page 15) 
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Iraqi leaders engaged in post- election government formation 



Sadrists Hold Internal Balloting ; 

• The Sadrist Party held an unofficial balloting session to determine who the most 
popular candidate for Prime Minister would be. The ballot listed Iyad Allawi, Nuri 
al-Maliki, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, Adel Abdel Mahdi, Jaafar al-Sadr and a blank space for 
write in candidates. The exercise was open to all Iraqis, but those who took part were 
mostly followers of Muqtada al-Sadr. No identification was required to vote. 

AIC Seeks to Disqualify Additional Candidates: 

• The Accountability and Justice Commission has recommended the disqualification of 
six of the winning candidates in Iraq's recent parliamentary election due to alleged 
ties to the outlawed Ba'ath Party. 
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POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



] L 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 
Tariq al-Hashimi 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense jjj 


Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Vacant 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithi| 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan | 


Minister of Education | 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 


Minister of Health 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- 1 
Khuzai 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bay an Jabr 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab 1 1 
al-Hasnawi 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


Dara Nur al-Din 


Bayan Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim al- 
Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 


Minister of Transportation 


Vacant , 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid | 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili 



Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs 




Vlinister of State for Provinces Affairs 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan al- 
Dulaymi 




Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi | 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 










Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


| Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 



Minister of State for CoR Affairs 



Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 

NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 



■ National Elections Law : The amended election law was approved by the Presidency Council on December 6, 
2009. 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



6 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



April 7, 2010 



POLITICAL - Refugee Update 



■ There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely significant 
numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing of 
February 2006. 

■ In FY09, the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 
$303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist displaced Iraqis 
inside the country and in the region. 

■ Since the program's inception in FY07, 43,046 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the U.S. for 
resettlement. 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,143 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for Iraqi 
translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,716 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the U.S. 
government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration 
of displaced Iraqis. 
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Post- election violence continues in Iraq 



49 People Killed in Residential Bombings; AQI Believed Responsible for Wave of Violence: 

• Iraqi officials are blaming al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) for another series of bombings that 
killed 49 people and wounded over 160 in Baghdad on April 6. The bombings are the 
latest in a string of attacks that have killed over 100 people since April 1. Former Prime 
Minister Iyad Allawi, whose bloc emerged as the winner in the recent elections, is blaming 
the political stalemate with current PM Maliki's party for the uptick in violence, "Because 
people are sensing there are powers who want to obstruct the path of democracy, terrorists 
and al-Qaida are on the go. ... I think their operations will increase in Iraq." 

41 People Killed After Three Embassy Bombing s: 

• Three car bombings killed 41 people and wounded over 200 in attacks near the Iranian, 
German, and Egyptian Embassies. Iraqi officials are blaming AQI for the attacks. No 
diplomats or embassy personnel were killed in any of the three attacks. 
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Post- election violence continues in Iraq 



25 Awakening Council Members Killed by Uniformed Gunmen: 

• Uniformed gunmen killed 25 members of an extended family in Hawr Rajab, south of 
Baghdad. Nineteen of the male victims were members of the Awakening Councils or 
Sons of Iraq, some of whom were former Sunni militants now working for the 
Government of Iraq. Iraqi authorities have detained suspects in the attack. 
Mohammad al-Askari, of the Ministry of Defense, said "twenty-four people had been 
arrested from another Sunni village nearby with links to [al-Qaida] ." 

Six AQI Leaders Captured or Killed in Mosul; May Disrupt Terror Finance Link: 

• At least six suspected AQI leaders have been captured or killed during a series of joint 
operations conducted by ISF and U.S. advisors. The alleged AQI leaders were 
involved in an extortion and assassination ring based out of Mosul that funded the 
terrorist organization. USF-I is reporting that "the six captured or killed suspected 
AQI leaders included the overall AQI emir of northern Iraq, the economic security 
emir, the minister of oil, the deputy minister of oil, the Mosul oil extortion emir, and 
the wali of Mosul. Without these individuals in the AQI network, it is expected that 
AQFs ability to operate and restructure will be severely hindered." 
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Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $79.00/barrel Dated Brent at $8 1 .57/barrel 

WTI Cushing at $83.29/barrel Oman/Dubai at $79. 10/barrel 



Iraq Crude Oil Production and Exports 
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Revenue estimates: 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd): $13 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas (jSjjfe 

Iraq's ambitious goals for oil production deemed unrealistic 
Varied Challenges Will Impede Oil Capacity Plans: 

• In a recent report on the feasibility of Iraq's oil production capacity, Cambridge Energy 
Research Associates (IHS CERA) questioned Iraq's oil output capacity goals and plans for 
expansion. "Iraq's ambitious goal of increasing oil production from 2.5 to 12 million 
bpd in seven years would dwarf the most rapid buildups that we have recently seen in 
places such as Russia and Saudi Arabia," said IHS CERA Senior Middle East Director, 
Bhushan Bahree. "The political, security, operational and infrastructure challenges in the 
country, along with a likely shortage of skilled personnel, are likely to hamper progress 
towards such an unprecedented achievement." 

Allawi Pledges to Honor Oil Contracts and Sign Hydrocarbon Law if Elected: 

• Former PM Allawi said he would honor oil contracts signed with major oil companies, 
which he had previously questioned. He also said that he would work quickly to pass a 
new hydrocarbons law should his coalition form the new government. "We are going to 
honor all contracts. We are going to honor all agreements because we believe this is very 
important," he said. Allawi noted that some of the contracts may need some minor 
adjustments and that he wanted to increase competition in the energy sector. 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 
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ECONOMIC - Non-Energy 

Italian firm plans to dramatically improve Iraq's transport infrastructure 
Construction of Iraq's Largest Port to Begin within a Month; 

• Iraqi Transport Minister Amer Abduljabbar Ismail announced that an Italian group 
would begin construction on a huge 100-dock facility with an annual capacity of 99 
million tons within a month. The $4.6 billion project will "be the biggest infrastructure 
project in Iraq in 30 years, and will be funded by Iraqi and foreign finance, both public 
and private." The port, located in Fao near the port city of Basrah, will be serviced by a 
new rail line linking it to the northern Turkish border. "Fao, which will be built by an 
Italian consortium, will be the biggest port in Iraq," the Transport Minister said in a 
ceremony. He added, "This project is part of a larger vision that we call a 'dry canal' 
which will allow for transport of goods between the north and the south of the world 
quickly, cheaply and safely." An Italian diplomat said the port "will be among the 
biggest in the world. It will be able to handle the largest container boats and all kinds of 
huge tonnage vessels... Italy is going to (provide) training on port design, construction 
and management, as well as technical assistance and planning on industrial zones in the 
country which will be relevant for the activities of the port." 
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Public Services - Electrici 
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• Electricity supply from the grid March 201 0 was 1 9% above the same period in 2009 and met 80% of 
estimated demand, compared with 73% for the year-earlier period. 

• Estimated March 2010 average hours of power after meeting demand from essential services: Iraq 
1 8.4 and Baghdad 1 9.5. For March 2009: Iraq 1 7.4 and Baghdad 1 6.0. 
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Beyond Baghdad 




lurrrn 

snu.n s. 




Students from Iraq attended a conference 
on the Marshlands at the Ufflzi Library in 
Florence Italy. 



Dhi Qar 





Babil 





'...we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services. 55 

President Barack Obama 



Recent Highlights 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



Through coordination with PRT Dhi Qar, a group of 13 Iraqi students attended a 
conference on the Marshlands at the Uffizi Library in Florence, Italy on March 19. 
The students, who had attended agriculture courses at PRT Dhi Qar organized by the 
University of Florence, were accompanied to the conference by the Charge d'Affaires 
from the Iraqi Embassy in Rome. The Iraqi Ambassador to the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) participated in the conference and briefed 
participants on the many programs put in place by both the U.S. and Italy. 

Public Diplomacy members of the Babil PRT hosted an orientation for reporters on the 

use of forensics as a tool for criminal prosecution. More than a dozen reporters from 

Babil province attended the orientation at the forensics crime lab, one of five in the 

entire country, located in Kalsu. The reporters were shown how Iraqi technicians were 

trained at the facility and "how physical evidence is used in the United State, how Iraqi 

police are trained in the use of physical evidence to prosecute criminals, and the potential 

role of journalists in reporting on criminal matters." The purpose of this orientation, 

which is similar to the one provided to judges, police and prosecutors in Babil province, 

is to promote transparency in the provincial government and the manner in which 

criminal prosecution is conducted. 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



N 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www.defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-UPOG-DL(g>state.g ov 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 
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NOTES AND SOURCE CITATIONS (1 of 2) Mjfr 

Slide 4: 

■ Al-Jazeera, April 3, http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2010/04/201043l62719701722.html 

■ BBC, March 31, http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/middle_east/8596678.stm 
Slides 5-8: 

■ Department of State, NEA Political Section, NEA-I-POL-DL@state.gov 

Slide 9: 

■ Reuters, April 6, 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/ML_IRAQ?SITE=OHLIM&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAU 
LT 

■ LA Times, April 5, http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/middleeast/la-fg-iraq-bombings5- 
2010apr05,0,2650218.story 

Slide 10: 

■ New York Times, April 3 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/04/world/middleeast/04iraq.html?src=mv and BBC 
April 3, http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/middle_east/860l421.stm 

■ April 1, USF-I, http://www.usf-iraq.com/news/press-releases/iraqi-security-forces-disrupt-aqis-financial-extortion- 
networks 

Slide 11: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 
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Slide 12: 

■ San Francisco Chronicle, April 1, 2010, http://www.sfgate.com/cgi- 

bin/ article.cgi?f=/ g/ a/ 20 1 0/ 04/ 0 1 /businessinsider-cambridge-energy-resarch-on-iraq-oil-20 1 0-4. DTL 

■ Reuters, March 31, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSLDE62UlCO201 0033 1 ?type=marketsNews 

Slide 13: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 

Slide 14: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Iraq Policy and Operations Group, NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 

Slide 15: 

■AFP, April 6, 2010, 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jy7ExRSdpLoMuAfwzjpeTaNlUkgg^ 

Slide 16: 

■ Department of State, NEA/I Economics Section, NEA-I-ECON-DL@state.gov 

Slide 17: 

■ Source for Stories: PRT Weekly Lines of Operation Summary - Public Diplomacy - 20 - 25 March, 2010 

■ Source for President Obamas Quote: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-of-President- 
Barack-Obama-Responsibly-Ending-the-War-in-Iraq/ 
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